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seizing men's belief before it cquld have inspired them
with such a love of its paradise.

Mohammad's conception of God has, I think, been
misunderstood, and its effect upon the people conse-
quently under-estimated. The God of Islam is com-
monly represented as a pitiless tyrant, who plays with
humanity as on a chessboard, and works out his game
without regard to the sacrifice of the pieces ; and
there is a certain truth in the figure. There is more
in Islam of the potter who shapes the clay than of
the father pitying his children. Mohammad conceived
of God as the Semitic mind has always preferred to
think of Him: his God is the All-Mighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Just. Irresistible Power is the first
attribute he thinks of : the Lord of the Worlds, the
Author of the Heavens and the Earth, who hath
created Life and Death, in whose hand is Dominion,
who maketh the Dawn to appear and causeth the
Night to cover the Day, the Great, Ail-Powerful Lord
of the glorious Throne; the Thunder proclaimeth His
perfection, the whole earth is His handful, and the
Heavens shall be folded together in His right hand.
And with the Power He conceives the Knowledge
that directs it to right ends. God is the Wise, the
Just, the True, the Swift in Beckoning, who knoweth
every ant's weight of good and of ill that each man
hath done, and who suffereth not the reward of the
faithful to perish.

God! There is no God but He, the Living, the Steadfast!
Slumber seizeth Him not, nor sleep. Whatsoever is in the
Heavens, and whatsoever is in the Earth, is His. Who is there